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“A Small Slice of Berkeley Poetry in the 60s” by Richard Krech, Berkeley Daze. D Press, 2008 

 

At the much celebrated Berkeley Poetry Conference held at the University of California in July of 

1965, I met more poets.  On the first day of the Conference I met Richard Denner (then spelled 

Rychard) also from Berkeley and a day or so later met John Sinclair, guiding light of the Detroit 

Artists’ Workshop Press.  I took a 25-cent brown spiral-bound notebook with me to the readings 

and lectures by such luminaries as Robert Creeley, Ed Dorn, Allen Ginsberg, Denise Levertov, 

Charles Olson, John Weiners, Duncan, Snyder, and Spicer.  In my note book I made notes to the 

effect that: “Poetry is like it is today because of LSD, the Beatles, racial integration and Red China 

is a world power - Gary Snyder”; and Charles Olson’s projected verse is “belly verse.” Quoting 

him as saying “The poem is in the style of the poet’s body” and “the muse is very jealous” - Charles 

Olson.  I also drew a picture of Robert Creeley and wrote poems starting in the back of the 

notebook.  In addition to the daily lectures and nightly readings there were other unofficial 

gatherings and infamous parties.  One of which has been immortalized in Richard Denner’s Xitro. 
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